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Figure 10.1  Immigration Into Israel, by Year
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Source: State of Israel, Central Bureau of Statistics (2011).

have immigrated, with the largest numbers from “countries of distress,” places where Jews are unwel-
come, harassed, or persecuted.

A fascinating part of Israel’s immigration history is the descendants of the ancient Jewish com-
munity in Ethiopia known as the Falash Mura. Over generations, the community kept Shabbat and 
passed on the story of Jerusalem. Today about 120,000 Ethiopians have been brought to Israel in 
organized immigration projects that began with a 1984–1985 airlift dubbed Operation Moses, 1991 
Operation Solomon, and 2012 Operation Dove’s Wings. The final group arrived in the summer of 
2013, marking the end of the government’s efforts to return Ethiopian Jews to Israel.

The Ethiopian Jews have faced the obstacles of immigration. The majority continue to speak 
Amharic and Tigrinya with family and friends but use Modern Hebrew for communication with 
other Israeli citizens. The Ethiopians were not prepared to move from a subsistence economy to a 


